
 

From The Principal 

Roebuck Primary School 
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D ATES FOR  

YO UR DI ARY  

Wednesday 1 July  
Interschool Carnival: 
Football/Netball 
 

Reports Go Home via 
Connect 

 

Friday 3 July  
Students Last Day 
of School 

 

Monday 20 July  
School Development Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 21 July  
Students First Day 
of Term Three 

An Independent Public School - Broome Cluster 

Cnr Spoonbill Ave & Sanderling Dr DJUGUN - PMB 4000, BROOME WA 6725  Telephone:(08)9192 3377 
Email: roebuck.ps@education.wa.edu.au Facebook: @roebuckps Website: www.roebuckps.wa.edu.au 

 

Broome Cluster of Independent Schools 

 

 

I am One of a 
Kind 

Ngaji Gurrjin - Welcome / Halo Semua Orang - Hello Everyone 

Galiya / Sampai Jumpa - Goodbye 

School Vision: Working together with high expectations; through quality teaching and leadership, 

Roebuck Primary School students will be positive, resilient, inclusive and successful citizens. 

Kelvin Shem, Principal 

Click here to view the Broome Senior High School Newsletters 

 

Shaping the future 

Yesterday, the modified reports were released to families. The adjusted format 
represents our modified year; though student Attitude, Behaviour and Effort does show 
how well your child/ren has responded to this year, as do the teacher comments. I am 
aware that many teachers have been in contact with parents to discuss progress and 
achievement to clarify this interrupted year to schooling. Collectively, all students have 
done well all things considered. 

  

As we move forward in Semester Two, we will be introducing more of the school 
routines and events. In doing so, we seek your feedback via this survey  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RoebuckPS_School_Routines to assist us in shaping 
the future at Roebuck Primary School. 

  

School staff 

I wish to extend my appreciation and thanks to the staff who have, collectively, done a 
tremendous job in keeping our school a safe and welcoming place for all whilst 
providing a strong class teaching program. As with any large organisation there will be 
some staff and timetable changes; each being announced as soon as possible. Being 
part of the public government system there are many steps that I must go through to 
justify my decisions and appointments, and therefore, I extend my thanks for the 
patience of staff, students and parents who seek this information. 

  

Senior Sports Carnival 

Congratulations to the senior students who participated in the inter-school carnival, 
yesterday in football and netball. A tremendous day had by all. Terrific competition, 
great sportsmanship and fabulous Roebuck Primary School Ambassadors as the 
students all represented us in a manner that has become, Roebuck.  

  

Safe school holidays 

To all, whatever you are doing, be safe, have fun and enjoy family time. We look 
forward to seeing all students back on TUESDAY, 21 July. 

mailto:roebuck.ps@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/roebuckps/
http://www.roebuckps.wa.edu.au
https://broomeshs.wa.edu.au/our-school/publications/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RoebuckPS_School_Routines


2020 

CHARGES AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS K-6 

Curriculum Area COST 

 

Cash or cheques (payable to Roebuck Primary 

School) are accepted, EFTPOS or a direct credit to 

our school bank account:- 

A/c Name Roebuck Primary School 
Bank  Commonwealth Bank 
BSB  066 505 
Account No. 10134441 
Reference Please put your child’s name 

The Arts  $10.00 

English  $10.00 

Mathematics  $10.00 

Science  $10.00 

Physical & Health Education  $10.00 

Library $10.00 

TOTAL  $60.00 

     REMINDERS FROM ADMINISTRATION 

 

R O E B U C K  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  

CHARGES  

Extra Cost Options  Estimated Maximum Cost 

 

*$650 is the expected total cost inclusive of all activities, 
accommodation, transport and food for a five day camp.  
Parent fundraising has historically reduced the contribution 
to approximately $300 per student.  This amount per child 
per annum is therefore dependent and directly related to 
the effort and energy of the fundraising. 
 

Prior to camp, payment plans may be negotiated with the 
Principal. 
 

Payment will be requested during the school year when 
costs and participation by students is confirmed 

 

Voluntary Contributions and Charges were approved 

at School Board meeting held on 13 May 2019. 

Excursions/Visiting Artists K-6  $120.00 

Interschool Sport 1-6  $60.00 

Swimming 1-6    $90.00 

School Camp 6  *$650.00 

Leadership Camp 5-6 $60.00 

Graduation 6   $55.00 

PEAC 5-6   $200.00 

2020 Voluntary 

Contributions 

P A G E  2  

 ENROLMENTS 2021 
We are now taking enrolments for Kindy 2021.  If your child is 
turning 4 on or prior to 30 June 2020, please call in to the office 
to collect an enrolment form. 
 

As Pre Primary is the first year of compulsory schooling, it is also 
a requirement to re-enrol into Pre Primary for students currently 
attending our Kindy program.  Please call in to the office to 
complete the enrolment process.  You will need a current proof 
of residence and an up-to-date Medicare Immunisation History 
Statement. 

 CLASSROOM FRIDGES — NO COOLER BAGS 

A reminder that the P&C have provided each classroom with 
a fridge for students to place their lunch boxes in.  Please 
refrain from sending in cooler bags, as they take up too much 
space in the fridges.  Thank you 

 FOTOWORKS 

School photos are scheduled for Tuesday, 11 August and Wednesday, 12 August.  
More information will be sent out closer to this time. 

 SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAY 

A reminder that Monday, 20 July 2020 is a School Development Day.  Students commence Term Three 
on Tuesday, 21 July. Wishing you an enjoyable, relaxing and safe school holiday. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

HON. ALANNAH MACTIERNAN VISIT 

HEALTH AND WELL BEING ACTION TEAM 

The Honourable Alannah MacTiernan, Minister for Regional 
Development; Agriculture and Food; Ports; Minister  
assisting the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 
visited the school on Tuesday 16 June to observe some of our 
daily lessons, namely Let’s Decode and Daily Review. 

The Minister and her entourage were suitably impressed and 
made many positive comments about the strengths of the 
teaching. 

Our Student Councillors made us proud in greeting the 
entourage of visitors with a friendly and confident smile.  

It was also a great opportunity to show all the visitors the 
upgrades that have been done around the school - new 
air conditioners in Ibis, new security doors in Whimbrel and Ibis 
and the ongoing build of our Observation Room and Food Prep 
area.  

A big thank you to Michael from Feed the Little Children who generously donated bags of oranges to the school.  The  
Health and Well Being Action Team were straight on the job, cutting up all the oranges and passing them around to 
the whole school at lunch time for our daily dose of vitamin C.  Ms Campion then held a yoga session for all that  
wanted to attend.  Isn’t it wonderful how a kind gesture from someone can make for a fantastic day for a whole group 
of people!  Thank you Michael and thank you to Ms Campion and the Health and Well Being Action Team. 



INDONESIAN NEWS (KABAR INDONESIA) 

R O E B U C K  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  P A G E  4  

My child struggles with English so why should they 
have to learn another language?  

If your child struggles with English and literacy then learning 
another language helps them to become even stronger in their 
own language. They pull apart their language, compare sentence 
structures, learn about adjectives, plurals etc.   

If students don’t see the point in learning another language I 
encourage them to think of our lesson as a lesson in 
becoming better in English. Everything we learn must be referred 
back to and compared with the language we already know.  

I can't help my child with Indonesian as I don't know the language myself?  

Get your child to try to teach you one word a week. This will help them recall the words themselves and watch their 
confidence grow knowing that they can teach you something. It is VERY difficult for students to remember foreign 
words when they are only hearing them once a week. Think of babies and how many times they have to hear a word 
said before they can say it themselves. The more often the students get a chance to hear or say the words the more 
chance the word will have to move from the short term memory to the long term memory. If you have your words up 
somewhere around the house where the children see them, often this also helps (toilet is a great spot). If you need  
another cheat sheet please come see me I will be happy to get one to you.  

I also encourage the students to use mnemonic strategies, which is relating the words to something they already know, 
no matter how silly it sounds, if it helps them to recall the words.  

Congratulations if your child is already bilingual.  You have already given them a head start and often will learn a third 
language much quicker than their peers.  

There are some great apps and games to assist with learning languages that your children can play. Two great 
resources are “Languages Online” (Victoria Education) and “Duo Lingo”. 

Thank you for your ongoing support to encourage your child to learn another language and to open doors for the future 
that they don't even know is there yet.  

STUDENT COUNCILLOR UPDATE 

Ben P, Year 6 Student Councillor 

 

Everyone would have noticed that there are a lot of tradesmen around the school. Lots of improvements are 
taking place to make our school even better. This is what is happening now: 

The Observation room is being built by H&M Tracey. It is right next to the science room. They are building 
this so that new teachers can look at more experienced teachers and see what they can improve on. It is 
moving along quickly as well as the new Food Servery Area.  

This is being built for teachers at recess and lunch and for students and parents at school events. At recess 
and lunch teachers will be allowed to make tea or coffee to brighten up their day a little. Then at school 
discos, open night and various other school events parents and students will be allowed to have a snack or 
eat some dinner. This will be a great addition to the school. 

New Daikin air conditioners have been installed in Administration and Ibis by LP Air Conditioning. You can 
change the temperature which is incredibly good for you and the environment. This means that you do not 
have to keep getting up and down to turn the air conditioner  on or off when we are too hot or cold, we can 
just use the controller to change the temperature, and that saves a lot of energy. Thanks to the workers at, 
we have air conditioners that are a lot more energy efficient than the old ones. Saving energy is important for 
our school.  

New security screens have been installed in Whimbrel and Ibis. This is important for the safety of the 
students, teachers and the classroom itself. This stops people from going in and destroying things and 
robbing things. So  thanks for making the school a safer and better place. 

PGM Construction have installed new sky lights in Ibis which allows a lot of light into the central classroom. 
This can also save a lot of energy because you do not have to turn the lights on to see what you are doing. 
You can just use renewable, natural light and energy. This is also good for the environment and the bills. 

Now I think that I speak on behalf of everyone when I say thanks to all tradesman for doing a great job. 
Whether that is making it better for our teachers, or for giving teachers a drink at recess and lunch, making 
the school more energy efficient and even for making the school safer, we appreciate your efforts. 

Bu Conliffe, Indonesian Specialist 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

SCIENCE 

SPELLING BEE 

The Spelling Bee for 2020 may have looked different from previous years but it was just as much fun. Students were 
challenged in a variety of ways including Speed Spelling, 4 Pics 1 Word, Whiteboard Spelling, Boggle and Team 
Games. All of the students demonstrated amazing skill and continued to smile even when faced with some super 
challenging words. For the first time ever, we had to run three tie breakers to determine our year level winners. 
Congratulations to everyone who participated on the day and congratulations to all of our winners. 

Chemical science is the study of different materials and their properties as well as the reaction or behaviour of 
substances if they are mixed, heated or cooled. We have finished this term off with:  

Year 1's - identifying physical changes all around them, 

Year 2's - separating mixtures (separating inks is called chromatography) 

Year 3's - discovering that smaller pieces of chocolate melt quicker than big pieces of chocolate 

Year 4's - investigating properties of materials (including decomposition) 

Year 5's - claiming that gases take up more space when heated and  

Year 6's - have been looking at the  physical and chemical changes of solutions. 

Next term, we will be studying Earth and Space Science. 

Mrs Leak, Literacy Co-ordinator 

Mrs Blackley, Science Specialist 



ART IN SPOONBILL 3 

R O E B U C K  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  P A G E  6  

BE YOU ACTION TEAM 

In Spoonbill 3, we have been recreating native birds by exploring the colours, textures and shapes found in a 
photograph of a bird. Students have examined light and shade, as well as different tones of colours within their chosen 
bird. Most of the birds we chose are found around Broome and the students have done a brilliant job of creating their 
art pieces to closely reflect what is found in nature. 

Mrs Wright, Spoonbill 3 

As promised in the last newsletter, here is a yummy, healthy recipe, perfect for lunch boxes. 

Apple Chai Muffins — From Breathe Magazine Australia, Issue 14  

Ingredients 

2 cups of almond meal 

1 ½ cups of white rice flour or plain flour 

¾ cups of coconut sugar 

½ cup of chopped nuts (eg pecans or walnuts), sultanas or choc chips 

2 tablespoons of chai spice mix (or your own combination of cinnamon, allspice, clove and nutmeg) 

1 tablespoon of baking powder 

2 medium sized apples, core removed and grated 

1 ⅓ cup of milk (cows milk, almond, soy or coconut) 

½ cup of oil eg sunflower, light olive oil or coconut oil 

1 tablespoon of apple cider vinegar or regular vinegar (our recipe tester skipped this bit and it still worked 
ok...) 
 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 180’C. 

In a large bowl, combine the dry ingredients and mix until combined. 

Grate in the apples. 

Add the rest of the wet ingredients to the bowl and mix until evenly combined.  The mixture should be the 
consistency of thick pancake batter.  If it’s too runny, add some more grated apple or carrot.  If it’s too thick, 
mix in some more milk. 

Scoop into muffin cases until very close to the top.  

Bake for 25 – 30 minutes until the skewer comes out clean.  
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BADGE RECIPIENTS 

At Roebuck Primary School our students are constantly 
striving to do their best and it was a pleasure for Mr Shem and 
Mrs Ross to award our school badges to our most recent 
recipients. 

 
Sophie W silver  Liam F  bronze 
 
Isaac B  silver  Tate B  bronze 
 
Clayton M bronze  Mackie B bronze 
 
Ularni G bronze  Kaiani C bronze 
 
Zayla H  bronze 
 

STUDENT COUNCILLOR UPDATE 

As you know this year has been tough with COVID-19 and everything, so I am going to describe what it was like to be 
a student councillor during these times. As we came to terms with the new normal, we tried to keep the school safe 
and happy. 

Throughout the main part of COVID-19 we were in lockdown, but when schools were open, leading became hard. As 
restrictions began to lift, we tried to give the students great opportunities. It has been hard for us to lead the school 
because we have different rules. For example, this term we have been unable to mix year groups meaning that 
NAIDOC Cup was postponed, and Action Teams were cancelled until recently. While in lockdown we did not have 
virtual meetings as this was difficult to organise and we did not have much to talk about as there were not many 
students at school. 

As the restrictive COVID measures for schools and shops start to ease, we can start to get the school up and running 
again. We are excited that Action Teams are back and we have made an iMovie with all the years independently 
performing the community song. As you might know, cross country happened in week six. Although it was only within 
our classes, it was really fun. Mr Kent (the sport teacher) is super supportive and is a really good sport teacher.  

It has been tough throughout these times for everyone at the school. Being a student councillor was  
particularly tough, but if it weren’t for the rest of the team and of course Miss Strickland we wouldn’t be able to make 
this school better as we recover from these times. We are all happy to be coming out the other side!   

Finnegan S, Year 5 Student Councillor 
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SCHOOL DENTAL CLINIC 

P&C NEWS 

PLEASE NOTE: The Department of Education requires us to differentiate between school organised, P&C organised and Community events 

MEET THE P&C 

Hi, I’m Erin Russon, I’ve teamed up with Kristy Moschion as a Co-Treasurer for the 
P&C this year.  

I am a Chartered Accountant and mum of two boys, my eldest is in his first year of 
Kindy so I’ve jumped straight into this wonderful committee and the Roebuck 
Primary School community!  

Although we’ve had an unusual start to the year I am looking forward to the 
fantastic activities and events the P&C have in store for you all in Term 3 such as 
the school disco and annual movie night - keep an eye out on the school Facebook 
page and Connect for more info! 

We would love you all to get involved and if you have any queries or ideas please 
get in touch via roebuck.pandc@gmail.com  

The School Dental Clinic at Broome North Primary will be closed for the school holidays and will reopen Tuesday 
21 July. In case of toothache or an emergency please call 9195 2448 or 9313 0555 if the first number isn’t answered. 

Have a safe and fun holiday. 

Sandie McCaig, Dental Therapist 

 
FREE DRESS DAY - WITH ICY POLES 

Thursday 2 July 

Come to school dressed in your favourite colour.  A gold coin donation is greatly appreciated. 

Icy poles for sale at lunchtime for $1.00. 

Year 6 Camp fundraiser. 

There was only eight people left in my class. I went to school because my parents had to work. I was nervous because 
I didn’t want my family, friends and me to get Covid-19. My entire life changed, well most of it. My Mum 
home-schooled me and it was fun because my Mum was the best. She is also a teacher so that worked out good.  
After all of the work was done we did art. I was so happy because my Mum stayed there with me and helped me and 
we made an entire wall full of art. Not only that, my Mum made me feel good about myself when I was sad. 

I always face timed my friends. I mostly face timed Jade and Grace. Jade was the friend that stayed at school with me 
when there was only four left. I have known her since year one and she is always there for me. Grace is really funny, 
my Mum is friends with Grace’s Mum so me and Grace spend a lot of time together, but because of the virus we 
couldn’t. I have known Grace since Kindy. Grace is the funniest friend I have. 

Since Covid-19 I have become much closer to my family, especially my Dad because I barely see him as he is always 
at work. I got to do stuff with him, like build a herb garden together but most of them died but at least we spent time 
together. I also have tickle wars and other things with him too. 

All of my hobbies have stopped. Gymnastics has closed down and so has netball. I was devastated but I know that it ’s 
for the best. China is where Covid-19 began. Italy was the worst as they had over 30,560 deaths! Now that is bad. I 
feel really sad for people that have died and for people that are struggling through this pandemic. Where I live in 
Australia there have been 97 deaths, 6,035 recovered and 6,927 confirmed. World-wide there are 285k deaths, 1.45m 
recovered and 4.17m confirmed. 

This pandemic has affected the whole world but here in Broome we have been really lucky as people were not able to 
come or go which stopped the disease from spreading here.  

Poppi T, Spoonmbill 1 

mailto:roebuck.pandc@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PLEASE NOTE: The Department of Education requires us to differentiate between school organised, P&C organised and Community events 

Broome Surf Life Saving Club are now open for 
Nipper and Cadet registrations. You can register 
your interest at the Clubhouse from Monday, 29 
June until Friday, 3 July 2020 from 9:30am to 
5:30pm. Due to the shorter season, we are 
offering a 50% discounted membership fee. 
Nippers will be $40.00 per child and $25.00 for 
one parent. Cadets will be $40.00. 

Nippers: Nippers will be starting from 26 July 
until the 20 September 2020. This is a fun 
activity on Sunday mornings, followed by a 
sausage sizzle for children from 5 years to 13 
years. We are also keen for parent volunteers to 
man the barbeque and assist the Nipper 
co-ordinator during sessions.  

Cadets: We are running a limited Cadets 
program for 2020. We will be concentrating on 
training in all aspects of surf life saving, 
including IRV’s as crew and drivers. Cadets will 
be encouraged to train towards their bronze 
medallion and join in active Sunday patrols. Due 
to the limited season, we won’t be testing for 
bronze awards until early 2021. 
 

Please call the Club on 9193 7327 or email 
admin@broomeslsc.org.au if you have any 
queries. 

mailto:admin@broomeslsc.org.au

