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From The Principal
DATES FOR
YO U R DI AR Y

Ngaji Gurrjin - Welcome / Halo Semua Orang - Hello Everyone

Friday 19 November
Assembly—Ibis 6

Celebrations

Ok, I’ll start the countdown, 21 school days ‘til the end of the year!
With this in mind, I am reflective of the journey our students have been on and the
tremendous gains each has made according to their abilities and enthusiasm. This
newsletter, like our last one, showcases the depth and breadth of the learning our
students are engaged in on a daily basis and highlights how active everyone is to
make the school so interesting each and every day.

Friday 25 November
2022 Kindy Parent
Information Session
1:00-2:00pm
Tuesday 30 November
2022 Kindy Orientation
(Group A)
2:30—3:30pm
Wednesday 1
December
2022 Kindy Orientation
(Group B)
2:30—3:30pm
Thursday 2 December
End of Year
Presentation Night 5:30
-7:30pm
Wednesday 8
December
Indonesian Banquet

This countdown is also framing the significant list of things each year level and class
has to do before we say our goodbye’s. I know each teacher shares with their
respective families events pertaining to their class but I wish to draw your attention
to the whole school events – listed in this newsletter, where we get to celebrate
together, another incredible year.
School Performance

Having read several individual student reports, reading the gains and achievements
of the students, I wish to highlight that our school performance is also available for
parents to view.
Check out School Overview Roebuck Primary School
(det.wa.edu.au).
Our school performance is reflective of the collective efforts of staff and students
over the past several years from which we can all share and be proud.
Story Writing

Developing a more diverse vocabulary to make stories more interesting, expressive
and engaging for the reader. All classes have been applying this to their daily work,
especially around short, sharp sentence work, where the focus is on quality not
quantity. Please take the time to have your child read their stories, with expression,
and share with you some of their new words that have made me sit back in
awe…’cause they are awesome!
Class Size and Composition

Friday 10 December
Class Parties
Wednesday 15
December
Yr 6 Graduation 8:30am
Reports Go Home via
Connect

With previous and this newsletter, we have an accompanying letter explaining how
and why we design the school structure, including composite classes, and why it is
different each year. If this raises further queries, I would rather these be addressed
as soon as possible and ask that you contact the school to seek further
explanation.
Galiya / Sampai Jumpa - Goodbye

Kelvin Shem, Principal
I am the Community
Kind

Broome Cluster of Independent Schools
Click here to view the Broome Senior High School Newsletters
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CHARGES

CHARGES AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS K-6

Extra Cost Options Estimated Maximum Cost

Curriculum Area COST
The Arts
English

$10.00
$20.00

Mathematics

$5.00

Science
Physical & Health Education
Library

$5.00
$10.00
$10.00

TOTAL

$60.00

Cash or cheques (payable to Roebuck Primary
School) are accepted, EFTPOS or a direct credit to
our school bank account:A/c Name
Bank
BSB
Account No.
Reference

Roebuck Primary School
Commonwealth Bank
066 505
10134441
Please put your child’s name

Excursions/Visiting Artists

K-6

$120.00

Interschool Sport

1-6

$60.00

Swimming

1-6

$90.00

School Camp

6

Leadership Camp

5-6

$60.00

Graduation

6

$60.00

PEAC

5-6

*$650.00

$200.00

*$650 is the expected total cost inclusive of all activities,
accommodation, transport and food for a five day camp.
Parent fundraising has historically reduced the contribution
to approximately $300 per student. This amount per child
per annum is therefore dependent and directly related to
the effort and energy of the fundraising.
Prior to camp, payment plans may be negotiated with the
Principal.
Payment will be requested during the school year when
costs and participation by students is confirmed

Voluntary Contributions and Charges were approved at
School Board meeting held on 25 October 2021.

Please note that transport costs related to any excursion
are non-refundable.

REMINDERS FROM ADMINISTRATION
SCHOOL STRUCTURE
2021 Voluntary
Contributions

Planning for the 2022 expected school class structure has commenced. This
takes several week and a considerable amount of thought and deliberation.
Please refer to the accompanying document that explains the guidelines in
which we must abide to develop our school structure.

ARE YOU LEAVING?
Are you leaving Roebuck Primary School at the end of the year?
We’ll be sad to see you go! Please call into the office to complete the
required
written
advice
or
send
an
email
to
roebuck.ps@education.wa.edu.au. By letting us know as soon as
possible you will be helping us with our 2022 school planning.

ARRIVING TO SCHOOL LATE
If you a dropping your child off to school after 8:15am, please
remember you must accompany them through the office and sign
them in. Your child must collect a late slip from the office before
heading to class.
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REMINDERS FROM ADMINISTRATION CONTINUED
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY—SALE BY
SILENT AUCTION
A sale by silent auction will be held in the Staffroom
on Tuesday, 30 November, 2-3pm. The following
items will be available for purchase. As is, where is.


EPSON Projector EB585Wi x 10



EPSON Projector EB680e x 2



EPSON Projector E580 x 3



EPSON Projector EBX36 x 1



EPSON Projector EB-X11 x 1



EPSON Projector EB460eL x 1



Smartboard Projector SB660-H2-007722 x 1



EPSON Projector PU7F190023L (no bracket)
x1



EPSON Projector EB-X7 (very old) x 1

Cash and EFTPOS sales available. No prior
viewing.

SCHOOL NEWS
ROEBUCK’S GONE BATTY!
Everyone in Broome knows about Little Red and Little Black Flying Foxes that love to eat mangoes. But did you
know there are about 15 other species of microbats that live around town? Unlike Flying Foxes that eat fruit and
nectar, microbats eat flying insects. They are very small and have terrible eyesight but amazingly they can fly and
locate insects using echolocation, just like dolphins do under water. Around Broome, microbats love living in small
spaces, such as under tree bark and in cracked branches.
The Environment Action Team wanted to increase the amount of roost sites around for microbats to live, so with a
kind donation of cut to size timber from H & M Tracey and many weeks of drilling, screwing and painting, they
constructed and installed microbat homes around the school. Hopefully they'll help keep the mozzy numbers down
this year!
Every microbat species has a different echolocation call type based on the frequency and length of call, so we have
put out recording devices to record their calls and work out which species are around. We have already recorded
some calls; we just need to work out which species they are.

Mrs Blackley, Environment Action Team Co-ordinator
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SCHOOL NEWS
BE CROCWISE!
On Wednesday 27 October Karis Erceg and Melanie Edgar from
DBCA came to visit Whimbrel 2 and 3 to talk about being Crocwise.
First, we learnt the differences between freshwater and saltwater
crocodiles and the features that make them dangerous. Then, we got
to touch crocodile leather. Last, we learnt the Crocwise song and we
now know how to be safe around water when crocodiles may be
present.

On Thursday 4 November Mr Dave Tapper and his
daughter Chloe came to visit Whimbrel 2. He brought along
a crocodile and some pet snakes. We learnt about reptiles
and what cold blooded means. We learnt about the
different parts on the crocodile’s body and what they are
used for. We labelled a diagram of a crocodile. Our
favourite word was the cloaca – which is the crocodile’s
bottom! We got to hold the animals and discussed what
they felt like.
Thankyou Mr Tapper and Chloe for visiting our class. We
had the best time!

Mrs O’Neill, Whimbrel 2
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MULTISPORTS CARNIVAL
The Multisport Carnival recently took place at the end of week 4.
Students from Year 6 competed in a boys and girls super 8’s cricket competition
while the Year 3 and 4 boys and girls competed in an Indoor Soccer competition.
Both the Year 6 cricket teams were outstanding on the day. Their fielding, batting
and bowling prowess saw both teams go through the day undefeated. The Soccer
teams had similar success. The girls team was undefeated throughout the day
and went on to beat Cable Beach in the final 5-2. The boys narrowly missed
making the final on a countback. A big thank you to the amazing helpers
Sam Lewis, Steven Jones and Mel Knox who assisted with the coaching of the
Soccer and Cricket on the day!

Mr Kent, Phys Ed Specialist

ROEBUCK RIGHT START KINDILINK
Expressions of interest are now open for
the Roebuck Right Start KindiLink
program for 2022. Roebuck Right Start is
a program for 0-3 year old children and
their parents, which gives then the ’right
start’ to their school experience.
If you would like to register your
expression of interest for next year, please
call the front office on 9195 1900 or email
roebuck.ps@education.wa.edu.au .

CHANGING SEASON
Larja is the time of the build-up to the wet which occurs during
October—November. The days are very hot and the air is humid.
In the bush wattles have dropped their seeds and the pods have dried
and split open. The Gubbinge (Billy Goat Plum), Guwal (Dogwood
bush) and Gumamu (Sandalwood) all flower. All the reef and shell fish
are still fat.
Rain clouds build up gradually and the north-west winds blow harder.
Thunder sounds and lightning flashes in the distance. Larja ends when
the first rains fall.
https://www.mayiharvests.com.au/
http://www.goolarabooloo.org.au/six_seasons.html
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ASSEMBLY

22 OCTOBER 2021

ROEBUCK RIPPLE RECOGNITION AWARDS
Alby T

Malania D

Libby M

Ally P

Jace L

Izabella S

Kian P

Ularni G

Malakai C

Indie S

Skye H

Lula W

Luke G

Tayo C

Sarah C

Jade M

Charlie M

Alexis Q

In Week 2, Whimbrel 2 had their assembly item. This
term we are learning about crocodiles. We delivered a
performance with song, actions and drama about going
on a croc hunt.

Mrs O’Neill, Whimbrel 2

hosted by Whimbrel 2
SPECIALIST AWARDS
Indonesia

Ibis 2

Music

Ibis 1

BADGE AWARDS
Emmerson M

Gold

Marlin G

Silver

Fraser S

Silver

Ruby C

Bronze

Chloe K

Bronze

Matilda P

Bronze

Izabella S

Bronze

ASSEMBLY

hosted by Whimbrel 3

5 NOVEMBER

ROEBUCK RIPPLE RECOGNITION AWARDS

BADGE AWARDS

Lachlan S

Stella R

Jackson H

Archie M

Milla M

Bronze

Dallas G

Bailey T

Riva D

Hayley L

Savannah B

Bronze

Nate T

Beau N

Blake D

Billy F

Aria R

Bronze

Matilda G

Poppy D

Declan H

Emilia B

Maggie R

Bronze

Odin F

Evelyn B

Evelyn H

Lucas N

Bronze

Alfie B

Eliza S

Alecia W

Brooke S

Bronze

Alyssa M

Bronze

Campbell J

Silver

The students of Whimbrel 3 worked very hard to learn the words
and actions for our story, ‘Crunch the Crocodile’. Their efforts paid
off when they provided a snappy performance, entertaining the
school at the last assembly. As well as working hard to perform the
story, Whimbrel 3 students reminded the school how to be Croc
Wise when near water. Well done Whimbrel 3!

SPECIALIST AWARDS

Mrs Ward, Whimbrel 3
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P&C NEWS
PLEASE NOTE: The Department of Education requires us to differentiate between school organised, P&C organised and Community events

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR P&C
Hi, I'm Emma. I joined the P&C at the start of the year to be more involved in the schools
fundraising, and to meet more families at Roebuck Primary School. I have 2 children, with my
eldest in Kindy, and my youngest not yet at school.
I am new to Broome, and being a part of the P&C allowed me to meet some like-minded people,
develop new friendships and have a lot of fun!
We have had a busy year of fundraising and events. Thank you to everyone who has attended
and supported throughout the year. As the end of the year approaches, Christmas is just around
the corner! We will have our Christmas Raffle for all to be a part of, so keep an eye out for more details.
If joining the P&C is something you've been thinking about, I encourage you to come along to our next meeting.

The next P&C meeting is
Wednesday 1 November at 6:00pm at
the Aarli Bar.

PLEASE NOTE: The Department of Education requires us to differentiate between school organised, P&C organised and Community events
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17 November 2021

School Structure, Class Profiles and Funding
At different times of the year there are general inquiries around how a school establishes its
whole school structure. As we are entering Term 4 and the school is well into planning for
2022, I wish to share some of the constraints that guide us in the development of each class
profiles creating the whole school structure.
It is a thorough process involving many elements and as required, staff put considerable
time and effort into the creation of such profiles. For us at Roebuck Primary School it is the
high transiency (at the end and beginning of each school year) that has the greatest and
often unexpected impact on our planning; hence, why we do not release class profiles to
families before the school holiday season.
When allocating children to classes we look at several factors and endeavour to get the best
possible profile. The criteria include but not exclusively; social, emotional, behavioural,
medical, academic, independent social and work habits. All staff contribute to the placement
of students into the forth-coming school year’s classes.
These aforementioned criteria are applied to each and every class. Each class has the best
balance and mix of students. This is applied to straight year levels and to composite (split)
year levels.
Composite classes are very much part of a public school’s mix. If we have to include
composite classes at Roebuck Primary School, we endeavour to have a minimum of six
students of one-year level; more if we are able. We try not to have a student in a composite
class in successive years.
We endeavour to build in some latitude to accommodate known contextual factors. As has
occurred as recently as 2019, the school had to create an additional class because of
unexpected growth at the end of Term 1.
The school must operate as a financially viable and independent entity of which enrolments
determine a school’s level of funding. The funds an Independent Public School (IPS) such
as Roebuck Primary School receive is determined by the following criteria:
- Enrolments
- Locality (Distance from Perth / remoteness)
- Student Characteristics: Aboriginality, Disability, English as a Second Language
and Social Disadvantage
The school is also reliant on our parents/caregivers paying the $60 Voluntary Contribution
for each student, in line with the School Education Regulations 2000.

While the contributions are voluntary, the quality of our teaching and learning program will
be maximised when each family makes its contribution to the cost of supplementing funding
along with funding gained from other sources, including the State and Commonwealth
governments.
When planning class sizes, each school must manage its class sizes within its own schoolbased resources. The challenge comes about when there are too few or too many students
in a particular year level.
The Department of Education has determined these class sizes across all public schools in
Western Australia. The Student Centred Funding Model that determines a school’s funding
is based upon each school’s enrolments and how the school can best structure enrolments
to meet these class sizes.
Schools will seek to keep class sizes at or below those in Table A
Table A.
Year Level
Kindergarten
Pre Primary
Year 1 – Year 3
Year 4 – Year 6

General Class Sizes
20
27
24
32

Students, whether in composite or straight year level classes, are provided an educational
program aligned to the year level curriculum and differentiated to their learning needs. It is
what teachers do – plan for and provide a learning program suited to the child’s needs.
As all children, whether in composite or straight year levels, do not grow and develop at
exactly the same rate, the same is for the learning programs. Teachers adjust the learning
to suit the child.
Specialist classes provide students in Years 1-6 time with a specialist teacher in the areas
of: Music, Phys-ed, Indonesian and Science. The time per week (minimum 60 minutes) is
aligned to the Department of Education’s policies.
Children are very adaptable and as part of their growth and development, are offered
opportunities to meet new friends in a safe and supportive environment. Parents play a role
by speaking with their child/ren and offering strategies and talking through the occasions
when a child is placed in a class not with a friend; though we try to match a child to at least
two identified friends they let us know of in Term 4.
There are occasions with specific circumstances, which the school staff may not be aware,
should be considered in the development of class / school profiles. Parents should take the
opportunity to share this with the school administration in advance of classes being created
and published for the new school year.
If there are any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school on 9195 1900 or email
at roebuck.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Yours sincerely

Kelvin Shem
PRINCIPAL

